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Internet & Technology Use Policy

At Sevenoaks Academy, we are committed to fostering a safe, inclusive, and supportive
learning environment for all students—both in person and online. This policy outlines our
expectations regarding the responsible use of digital technologies, internet access, and devices
by students.

Our Commitment
At our school, we:

¢ Uphold a Student Discipline Policy that outlines appropriate digital conduct and
consequences for misuse.

¢ Educate students on how to be safe, respectful, and responsible users of digital
technologies and online spaces.

e Supervise and support the use of digital tools in the classroom and ensure that online
tools are age-appropriate and safe.

¢ Provide afiltered internet connection, while acknowledging that no system can
guarantee full protection from inappropriate content.

e Respond promptly to any incidents involving online activity that could impact student
well-being.

e Understand that some online activities are illegal, and such cases will be reported to
the appropriate authorities.

e Support families in understanding safe online habits and encourage open discussions
about digital responsibility at home.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

While Al tools can support learning, students are not permitted to use Al tools to generate or
complete schoolwork on their behalf (e.g., essays, projects, homework). Doing so is considered
academic dishonesty and may result in disciplinary action. Students may use teacher-approved
Al tools for research, brainstorming, or guided support, but not for replacing their own
thinking or learning.

Phones & Personal Devices

o Students may not use cellphones during class time except in certain cases at the
discretion of their teacher. This restriction applies to all mobile devices.

e Phones must always remain inside backpacks during school hours, unless a teacher
provides specific permission for a learning activity.


https://www.ontario.ca/page/cellphones-and-other-mobile-devices-schools#section-2

Consequences:

If an educator sees a mobile device that is not stored out of view, they will ask for it to
be handed in for the day. The student must place the device in a storage area in a
location designated by the educator or principal.

If a student is found using Al tools to complete work that should be their own, they will
be required to redo the assignment without Al assistance and may receive a lower
grade. The teacher will speak with the student, and parents will be contacted. Repeated
misuse may result in restricted access to school devices or digital tools.

Student Responsibilities

When using digital technologies, | will:

Communicate Respectfully:

Be kind and respectful in all my online interactions.
Never send or share hurtful, mean, or bullying messages.
Think before | post or comment, and consider how others might feel.

Protect Privacy:

Keep my personal information (full name, birthday, photo, address, etc.) private.
Never share personal details of my friends, family, or classmates.
Protect my passwords and never share them, except with a parent or trusted adult.

Use Technology Responsibly:

Only use school-approved websites, apps, and tools.

Do not search for or access inappropriate, violent, or rude content.
Report anything upsetting or suspicious to a trusted adult immediately.
Handle all devices and school equipment with care.

Do My Own Work:

Always create and submit my own work.
If | reference something from the internet, | will credit the original source.
| understand that using Al or copying someone else’s work is not allowed.

Agreement

| understand and agree to follow the rules outlined above. | will use digital tools responsibly and
with integrity at school and beyond.

Student Name: Signature:

Parent signature:

Date:




